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decisions on the person that will
conduct the test, the type of test that
will be conducted, and any individual
who will witness the test.
* * * * *

10. Section 831.11 is revised to read
as follows:

§ 831.11 Parties to the investigation.
(a) All Investigations, regardless of

mode. (1) The investigator-in-charge
designates parties to participate in the
investigation. Parties shall be limited to
those persons, government agencies,
companies, and associations whose
employees, functions, activities, or
products were involved in the accident
or incident and who can provide
suitable qualified technical personnel
actively to assist in the investigation.
Other than the FAA in aviation cases,
no other entity is afforded the right to
participate in Board investigations.

(2) Participants in the investigation
(i.e., party representatives, party
coordinators, and/or the larger party
organization) shall be responsive to the
direction of Board representatives and
may lose party status if they do not
comply with their assigned duties,
actively proscriptions or instructions, or
if they conduct themselves in a manner
prejudicial to the investigation.

(3) No party to the investigation shall
be represented in any aspect of the
NTSB investigation by any person who
also represents claimants or insurers. No
party representative may occupy a legal
position (see § 845.13 of this chapter).
Failure to comply with these provisions
may result in sanctions, including loss
of status as a party.

(4) Title 49, United States Code § 1132
provides for the appropriate
participation of the FAA in Board
investigations, and § 1131(a)(2) provides
for such participation by other
departments, agencies, or
instrumentalities. The FAA and those
other entities that meet the requirements
of paragraph (a)(1) of this section will be
parties to the investigation with the
same rights and privileges and subject to
the same limitations as other parties,
provided however that representatives
of the FAA need not sign the ‘‘Statement
of Party Representatives to NTSB
Investigation’’ (see paragraph (b) of this
section).

(b) Aviation investigations. In
addition to compliance with the
provisions of paragraph (a) of this
section, and to assist in ensuring
complete understanding of the
requirements and limitations of party
status, all party representatives in
aviation investigations shall sign
‘‘Statement of Party Representatives to
NTSB Investigation’’ immediately upon

attaining party representative status.
Failure timely to sign that statement
may result in sanctions, including loss
of status as a party.

11. Section 831.12 is revised to read
as follows:

§ 831.12 Access to and release of
wreckage, records, mail, and cargo.

(a) Only the Board’s accident
investigation personnel, and persons
authorized by the investigator-in-charge
to participate in any particular
investigation, examination or testing
shall be permitted access to wreckage,
records, mail, or cargo in the Board’s
custody.

(b) Wreckage, records, mail, and cargo
in the Board’s custody shall be released
by an authorized representative of the
Board when it is determined that the
Board has no further need of such
wreckage, mail, cargo, or records. When
such material is released, Form 6120.15,
‘‘Release of Wreckage,’’ will be
completed, acknowledging receipt.

12. Section 831.13 is amended by
revising the heading and paragraph (b)
to read as follows:

§ 831.13 Flow and dissemination of
accident or incident information.
* * * * *

(b) All information concerning the
accident or incident obtained by any
person or organization participating in
the investigation shall be passed to the
IIC through appropriate channels before
being provided to any individual
outside the investigation. Parties to the
investigation may relay to their
respective organizations information
necessary for purposes of prevention or
remedial action. However, no
information concerning the accident or
incident may be released to any person
not a party representative to the
investigation (including non-party
representative employees of the party
organization) before initial release by
the Safety Board without prior
consultation and approval of the IIC.

13. Section 831.14 is revised to read
as follows:

§ 831.14 Proposed findings.
(a) General. Any person, government

agency, company, or association whose
employees, functions, activities, or
products were involved in an accident
or incident under investigation may
submit to the Board written proposed
findings to be drawn from the evidence
produced during the course of the
investigation, a proposed probable
cause, and/or proposed safety
recommendations designed to prevent
future accidents.

(b) Timing of submissions. To be
considered, these submissions must be

received before the matter is calendared
for consideration at a Board meeting. All
written submissions are expected to
have been presented to staff in advance
of the formal scheduling of the meeting.
This procedure ensures orderly and
thorough consideration of all views.

(c) Exception. This limitation does not
apply to safety enforcement cases
handled by the Board pursuant to part
821 of this chapter. Separate ex parte
rules, at part 821, subpart J, apply to
those proceedings.

Issued in Washington, DC this 21st day of
January, 1997.
Jim Hall,
Chairman.
[FR Doc. 97–1810 Filed 1–24–97; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: NMFS closes the commercial
hook-and-line fishery for king mackerel
in the exclusive economic zone (EEZ) in
the Florida west coast subzone. This
closure is necessary to protect the
overfished Gulf king mackerel resource.
EFFECTIVE DATE: The closure is effective
12:01 a.m., local time, January 22, 1997,
through June 30, 1997.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mark F. Godcharles, 813–570–5305.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
fishery for coastal migratory pelagic fish
(king mackerel, Spanish mackerel, cero,
cobia, little tunny, dolphin, and, in the
Gulf of Mexico only, bluefish) is
managed under the Fishery
Management Plan for the Coastal
Migratory Pelagic Resources of the Gulf
of Mexico and South Atlantic (FMP).
The FMP was prepared by the Gulf of
Mexico and South Atlantic Fishery
Management Councils (Councils) and is
implemented by regulations at 50 CFR
part 622 under the authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act.
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Based on the Councils’ recommended
total allowable catch and the allocation
ratios in the FMP, NMFS implemented
a commercial quota for the Gulf of
Mexico migratory group of king
mackerel in the Florida west coast
subzone of 865,000 lb (392,357 kg). That
quota was further divided into two
equal quotas of 432,500 lb (196,179 kg)
for vessels in each of two groups by gear
types—vessels fishing with run-around
gillnets and those using hook-and-line
gear (50 CFR 622.42(c)(1)(i)(A)(2)).

In accordance with 50 CFR
622.43(a)(3), NMFS is required to close
any segment of the king mackerel
commercial fishery when its quota is
reached, or is projected to be reached,
by publishing a notification in the
Federal Register. NMFS has determined
that the commercial quota of 432,500 lb
(196,179 kg) for Gulf group king
mackerel for vessels using hook-and-
line gear in the Florida west coast
subzone was reached on January 21,
1997. Accordingly, the commercial
fishery for king mackerel for such
vessels in the Florida west coast
subzone is closed effective 12:01 a.m.,
local time, January 22, 1997, through
June 30, 1997, the end of the fishing
year.

The Florida west coast subzone
extends from 87°31’06’’ W. long. (due
south of the Alabama/Florida boundary)
to: (1) 25°20.4’ N. lat. (due east of the
Dade/Monroe County, FL, boundary)
through March 31, 1997; and (2) 25°48’
N. lat. (due west the Monroe/Collier
County, FL, boundary) from April 1,
1997, through October 31, 1997.

NMFS previously determined that the
commercial quota of king mackerel from
the western zone of the Gulf of Mexico
was reached and closed that segment of
the fishery on August 26, 1996 (61 FR
44184, August 28, 1996). Subsequently,
NMFS determined that the commercial
quota of king mackerel for vessels using
run-around gillnet gear in the Florida
west coast subzone of the eastern zone
of the Gulf of Mexico was reached and
closed that segment of the fishery at
noon on January 7, 1997 (62 FR 1402,
January 10, 1997). Thus, with this
closure, all commercial fisheries for
king mackerel in the EEZ are closed
from the U.S./Mexico border through
the Florida west coast subzone through
June 30, 1996.

Except for a person aboard a charter
vessel or headboat, during the closure,
no person aboard a vessel permitted to
fish under a commercial quota may fish
for Gulf group king mackerel in the EEZ

in the closed zones or retain Gulf group
king mackerel in or from the EEZ of the
closed zones. A person aboard a vessel
for which the permit indicates both
commercial king mackerel and charter/
headboat for coastal migratory pelagic
fish may continue to retain king
mackerel under the bag and possession
limit set forth in 50 CFR 622.39(c)(1)(ii),
provided the vessel is operating as a
charter vessel or headboat.

During the closure, king mackerel
from the closed zones taken in the EEZ,
including those harvested under the bag
limit, may not be purchased or sold.
This prohibition does not apply to trade
in king mackerel from the closed zones
that were harvested, landed ashore, and
sold prior to the closure and were held
in cold storage by a dealer or processor.

Classification

This action is taken under 50 CFR
622.43(a)(3) and is exempt from review
under E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: January 21, 1997.
George H. Darcy,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 97–1824 Filed 1–21–97; 4:26 pm]
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